An Anſwer tothe Pretended Caſe, Printed concerning . 
the Navigation of the Rzver Wye in the County of Surrey, by ſhewing 
the true ſtate thereof, |}. 


through his own Mannor of Sxttox as hath been proved before a Commirtee of this Parliament ; where, 

above 40 Members were preſent, as by their Reſolves hereunder mentioned doth appear : but he being 

Sequeltred for his fidelity to the late King, agreed in 1651, with one Mc, Pirſena Caprain inthe Uſerpers 

Army, to ſolicic the diſcharge of his Sequeſiratian, and the paſſing an AR of that prerended Parliament, to Autho- 

rize the making the ſaid River Navigable, and to cover Sir Richards name, agreed to make uſe of the name of the 

Corporation of Gu:/dford, Pitſon, Scotchier . Pitſon having ſolicited and obrained the prerended AR, agreements 

were made that Sir Richard Weſton ſhould finiſh his own defgn to cur the River : P:tſon and the reſt being wholly 

ignorant in things ofthat Nature, and that he alone ſhould undertake the work, and give ſecurity by his Efate to 
do it withina year, unto ſuch as would adventure any moneys for a ſhare in the henefics of the Navigation, 

The profits were agreed to be divided into 24 tp , 12 thereof to be to Sir Richard, and 12 to ſuch ds would 


6 I R Richard Weſton many years deſigned to make the ſaid River Navigable , and cor part of the ſame 


advencore 250 1, for a ſhare to raiſe 30007, which vas done principally by Scerchiey and one Darnelly, 

Sir Richard Weſton cut above rwo parts in three ofthe ſaid River , but yed 2000/5, worth of his own Timber, and 
expended 4000. in money, and dyed within the year , having agreed that 1000/, more ſhould be raiſed by Ad- 
venturers for 4 ſhares more, bur he never ſold his Moyety to P:rſoxor any others, as is untruly alledged in the (aid 

aſe, 
” After Sir Richard's death Scotchier and one of Sir Richards younger ſors finiſhed the ſaid cur, 

The Heir of Sir Richard, Mr. Toh» Weſton being never concerned in any.of the Contrats no Receipts of Mo- 
ney , and unable to appear, his Eſtate being fold by the Uſerpers, and very often a Piiſoner for bis Loyalcy, 

| Thatin Ano 1654. being after the River was totally finiſhed , Accounts being fared, ic did appear that Pirſon 
had received in his ſoliciting and trayſaRting among adventurers in the ſaid work above 20001, more then he had 
disburſed cowatdsir, which appears by exhibits p'oved in the Exchequer, | 

But the ſaid whole undertaking was witho'r prerence of Authority , the ſaid pretended Act, providing that ic 
ſhall not be lawful to cur or dig the Lands of any perſon or perſons until agreement made with them reſpectively, 
which was never done , in the year 1660. ſome that had adventured for ſhares of the hoped for profits of the ſaid 
River finding themſelves to have no Intreſt in Law or Equity, wichout agreement with the Land Proprietors, en- 
deavoured to bring them all to agree that the River might be maintained, and moſt of them joynedto velt their 
intereſt legally in Mr, Dickenſon , whoas Trufiee have mannaged their cauſe, and irs proved in the Exchequer, that 
all choſe joyned witch the Land- owners have expended abour their ivcrefis in the ſaid River above twen: v thouſand 
pounds were in quiet poſſeſſion of the Navigation in Ano 1666, 

But Mr, Sandy that was never concerned in the River, havipg contrafted with Pi:ſox for the ſhares of profics in« 
tended for the Adventurers, with promiſes to get an AR of Patliament, and one Radelife haveing got a Partent 
from his Majefly to be conſervator of the ſaid River ;tbence many differences aroſe , and they procured an Order 
from the Kivg to ſuſpend the Land-owners receipr of any profics until the Lord Chief Barron ſhould ſertle an 
Ifſue to betryed in Michae/mas Term 1666, to determine the intrefis of the ſeveral pretenders. 

Mr, Dickenſon, Sir Robert Atkins as Councel for the Land-owners, and choſe joyned with chern, attended che 
Lord Cheif Barron many times to ſettle the faid iflue, which could nor be done: Bur his Lordſhip was afterwards 
pleaſed ro declare ſome opinion, that it was fit to be brovght into the Exchequer Chamber by information by the 
Kings Attorney General again? all che pretenders , Which was done accordingly. 

Some of the Land-owners and thoſe joyned with them, anſwered co the ſaid Information, and moſt of the De- 
fendants never anſwered, nor never were ſubpenaed ; thoſe chat anſwered ſer forth their interefis both in Law and 
Equity, and have attended his Lordſhip above theſe three years, at above 10001, expence , and the allegations and 
proofs offered by Mr. Sandys under Mr, Pitſen and Mr, Radcliffe were heard , bur a great part of the p:oofs and ex- 
hibirs on the behalſofthe Land-owners that anſwered have not been heard,'and his Lordſhip declared that hecould 
make nodecree herein, neicher indeed did the cauſe come before him as between party and party, as Plantiffs 
and Defendants, 

The Land proprietor with Mr. WeFton, eldeſt ſon of the ſaid Sir Richard, humbly offer that the Navigation m ay 
be preſerved tor the publick good, by ſerling che ſaid River, upon ſome Gentlemen of the ſaid County, 2s Truftees 
codiſpoſe the firſt profits of the ſame te maintayn th: ſame Navigable, and cherefidue tothe reſpeRive perſons, 
who have any right or intreſtthereunto, cicherin Law or Equity, 

And if the wiſdome of Parliament ſhall chink fir, that a competent number of the Gentlemen of the ſaid Conn- 
ty who have the advantage of all others. by being on the place, may be empowered togive any competent ſatisfa- 
ction to any that have adventured moncys abou the ſaid River , and are not relieveable in any of theordinary 
Courts of Law or Equity, tis humbly ſubmitred. 

Tovss 24. Aprilis 14. Car. 2d. 

Reſolved that Sir Richard #efton was the defi_ner and promoter of cuting the River #ys, to make it Navigable, 

Thac the Commicree is ſatisfied , That Mr, Weſtexs Eſtate was left him incumbred, by reaſon of his Fathers nn- 
derrakings of making #e River Navigable. 

Reſolved that the Commicree are of opinion, by what doth yet appear ; That Mr, Feſtox has a more Right to a 
Bill co have the Navigatisn in the River #ys, then Mr, Radeliffo. == | 

Thoſe are the Votes which I was to report ta the houſe, tyuly Coppied, Richard Ooſlow, 


Note alſo, that Mr, Sandys and Mr.Pitſon wpon full hearing , bave had two Bills oy diſmiſt, concerning theis 


pretenhons to this River , one thereof inthe Houſe of Lords, and the ether in the Houſe of Commons, Aud that Mr, 
Radcliffe , #nder whom Mr, Creſle's clams bath had the like misfortune in both Howſes, where they preferred tw; 
Bills alſo beſides 5 or 6 Tryals at Common Law , commenced by the Land proprietors concerning the ſame and [till 


worſred in all, 


